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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PFOR, GB, US 

SUBJECT: GABON'S MEDIA CAMPAIGN 

REF: (A) LIBREVILLE 1089; (B) LIBREVILLE 1087 

1. IN TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH DEPARTMENT OFFICER ON 
JULY 21 AMBASSADOR MAVOUNGOU ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO MOUNT VIGOROUS PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN IN US 
NEWSPAPERS TO EXPLAIN GABON'S POSITION ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS 
OF INTERNATIONAL INTEREST. MAVOUNGOU CITED ADVERTISEMENT 
APPEARING IN JULY 21 WASHINGTON POST AS HIS FIRST EFFORT. 

AD IS STRAIGHT TRANSLATION OF COMMUNIQUE REFERRED TO IN 
REFTEL A. COPY BEING POUCHED. 
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2. MAVOUNGOU ALSO MENTIONED THAT HE PALNNED TO PLACE 
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ANOTHER AD THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON POST AND PERHAPS IN 
NEW YORK TIMES. FROM GENERAL DESCRIPTION IT SEEMS TO 
BE TRANSLATION OF COMMUNIQUE IN WHICH PRESIDENT BONGO 
RESPONDS TO ASHLAND OIL PAYMENTS CONTROVERSY REPORTED IN 
REFTEL B. 

3. DEPARTMENT OFFICER COMMENTED THAT SPOTLIGHTING BONGO S 
RESPONSE TO ASHLAND OIL REPORTS MIGHT NOT PROJUCE DESIRED 
EFFECT AND INSTEAD DRAW MORE UNFAVORABLE ATTENTION TO GABON. 

MAVOUNGOU AGREED, BUT TYPICALLY REPLIED THAT HE WAS JUST 
MERE EXECUTOR WHO DID WHAT HE WAS INSTRUCTED. KISSINGER 

UNQUOTE. KISSINGER 
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